
Washington 

President Nixon’s tax law- 
yer confirmed yesterday 
that the originM deed, giving 
Mr. Nixon’s vice presidential 
papers to the nation for a 
tax deduction of almost a 
half .million dollars, was 
| '‘startling dissimilar” from 
S the accompanying docu- 
] meats and “I guess it was 
* -destroyed.” 

' Frank DeMarco Jr., the 
Los Angelas lawyer who 
drew the deed of gift of Mr. 
Nixon’s personal papers to 
fee National Archives, said 
In a telephone interview that 
he is convinced the transfer 
was legal anyway. 

“Routine practice.” De- 
Marco said, resulted in de- 
struction of the original 
deed, which 'would have 
made the. President’s contri- 
bution of his paper qualify 
for tax benefits before July 
25, 1969 — a cutoff date Con- 
gress established as law, 

When the President -re- 
vealed his tax records last 
December, he said he had 
claimed a $482,019 tax de- 
duction for a four-year per- 
iod for the gift of Mg vice 
presidential papers to the 
archives. The White Hou-e 






©stroye* 


25, 1969, deadline. 


— but not by the President 
said a n appraiser had 
picked out the paper to be 
donated before the cutoff 
date and a deed was signed 

— before the deadline. 

DeMarco 1 said the original 

deed was - “startling dissimi- . 
iar” from fee accompanying 
documents, both in the type 
face used and the texture of 
■ the > paper, and he wanted 
everything to look neat. 

So he told his secretary to 
“re-execute” the deed and 
she did, destroying the ori- 
ginal as “routine practice,” 
DeMarco said. 

The new deed , lie said, 

was signed by Edward Mor- 
gan, then a White House at- 
torney acting on Mr. Nixon’s 
behalf, on April 10, 1970 — 
almost a month after the 
law cut out tax benefits on 
presidential aadother papers 
as tax benefits. 

Morgan later resigned, 

saying he thought he did not 
do the right tiling on the 
Nixon papers. 

Questioning on the timing 
of Mr. Nixon’s contribution 
of teis papers has centered 
on whether he legally made 
the transfer before the July 


DeMarco said he had tbs 
deed “re-executed” s yeai 
after the original gift anc 
after receiving a detailec 
list of the contents of the 
Nixon papers from appraisei 
Ralph G. Newman on March 
27, 1970. 

The new deed was re- 
ceived from Morgan, signed 
April 10, 1970, DeMarco 
said. 

“Months had gone by,” he 
said. “We had moved head- 
quarters and were usi.ng.ji 
different typewriter. I wast- 
ed the job to be perfect.” 

So the original deed wag 
tossed out, he said. 

DeMarco was asked if fee 
secretary knew what hap- 
pened to the original, which 
would prove Mr. Nixoii’s 
contention that he gave his 
papers well in time for tax 
privileges. 

. “She didn’t have any re- 
collection of what happened 
to the original,” DeMarco 
said. “I guess it was de- 
stroyed.” 


